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Of Cabbages & Kings: Joy
BY:

KATIE RENER

Joy: it is a fundamental word to describe our happiness. I find myself in the middle of my last semester before
student teaching pondering the great meaning behind such a simple word. With tests looming ahead, projects
due, balancing work and homework ... one can lose sight of her joy. We all entered the education profession
because we found joy in teaching. Whether that joy came from teaching a certain subject matter or age group,
we found it. We grasped onto it. We reflected our passion into our work. As I felt my joy slipping away, I found
I needed to rediscover what motivated me to enter into the education field in the first place; for I know it was
not the lab hours and extensive reading assignments. What lured me into becoming a teacher was my love of
reading. I had not always possessed such a strong relationship to the written word. On the contrary, when I was
younger, we seemed to be bitter enemies.
During my years in elementary school I severely struggled with reading. In reading groups or reading aloud I
would cough through words I did not know in an attempt to mask my lack of understanding. This carried on
throughout my academic career until middle school. I was in sixth grade when I met the woman who helped
changed my attitude toward reading; her name was Jane Austen. Even to this day, I cannot think what possessed me to pick up her novel, Pride and Prejudice, but I did pick it up and I began to read, "It is a truth
universally acknowledged that a man of certain age and of considerable fortune must be in want of a wife." That
is when the light switch in my brain flipped on. As I read, the words that had previously posed such a challenge
to me began to make sense. I understood what I was reading and, even more importantly, I was enjoying what
I was reading. Trips to the bookstore and my local library became more and more frequent as I began to inhale
books. I combed through a multitude of genres becoming lost in the land of literature. I had found my joy.
Reading, a concept that had once brought me ridicule and self-deprecation, was now filling my imagination and
allowing me to excel in school as I never had before.
Now, as I reflect on my career path, I remember why I am setting out to teach. I found joy in literature, in learning, and I wanted-I want-to share that passion with others. As educators, we hold a great power of influence
over generations of students. We can help them find their joy in life; though in order to succeed in that, we
must remember our own joy. Teaching is more then following the curriculum, reading is more then being able
to pronounce the words on the page, and educating students on responsibility is more then telling them to put
their names on their paper. When we remember our joy, we shine. John Keats reminds us of this with his words,
"A thing of beauty is a joy forever: its loveliness increases; it will never pass into nothingness." We remember
the beauty we found and what drove us to pursue it. Help your students find the joy. It all begins somewhere ...
an encouraging smile, a helping hand when needed, and for some .. .it just may be a book.

Bang, M. & Chisholm, P. (2012). Ocean sunlight: How tiny plants feed the seas.
New York: The Blue Sky Press. 48 pp. ISBN: 978-0545273220. (Hardcover);
$18.99.
Ocean Sunlight presents a living picture of the extraordinary balance supporting each
life cycle and food chain deep within our oceans. Bang and Chisholm's book shows how
we are all connected in this work whether we live on land or in the deep sea. Filled
with basic science principals, this informative book will help children understand and
appreciate the amazing role our oceans play in human life.
Barretta, G. (2012). Timeless Thomas: How Thomas Edison changed our lives.
New York: Henry Holt and Company. 40 pp. ISBN: 978-0805091083. (Hardcover); $16.99.
What do record players, batteries, and movie cameras have in common? In this
informative and fun book, Barretta enters the laboratories of one of America's most
critical inventors: Thomas Edison. Despite many failures, Edison always persevered in
his work. Through this book, students are able to see what gadgets Edison constructed
that they see and use every day. Gene Barretta has written and illustrated several
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award-winning books for young readers, including Neo Leo: The Ageless Ideas of Leonardo da Vinci, Now & Ben: The Modern Inventions of Benjamin Franklin, Dear Deer,
and Zoola Palooza.

Bryant, M.

(2012). Alphasaurus. (Ill. By N. Powell). San Francisco, CA: Chronicle
Books. 20 pp. ISBN: 978-1452107486. (Hardcover); $9.99.
Bryant, M. (2012). Colorasaurus. (Ill. By N. Powell). San Francisco,
CA: Chronicle Books. 20 pp. ISBN: 978-1452108148. (Hardcover); $9.99.
In Bryant's new series of dinosaur board books, early readers will
learn dinosaur names for every letter of the alphabet, recognize
shapes, practice their counting skills, and unearth the bright colors
of a dinosaur's world. These educational books are perfect for young
readers to learn basic words and begin to recognize longer and more
challenging words such as, "stegosaurus." Bryant has also written
Shapeasaurus and Countasaurus to further complement this series
for beginning readers. Children will be engaged by Powell's illustrations and build their reading and comprehension skills through
Bryant's pleasant narrative style.

Burleigh, R. (2012). Hit the road, Jack. (Ill. By R. MacDonald). New York: Abrams
Books for Young Readers. 48 pp. ISBN: 978-1419703997. (Hardcover); $19.95.
Michigan author, Robert Burleigh, has written many praised and award-winning books
for children. This tale is loosely inspired by Jack Kerouac's On the Road, and includes a
"Who was Jack?" section at the end of the book. The center of this tale is Jack the rabbit
who travels across the nation to appreciate all the wonders of this great country. Burleigh's narrative is composed in a clever rhyming style and is partnered with MacDonald's
bright and engaging illustrations.
Celenza, A. (2012). Vivaldi,s four seasons. (Ill. By J. Kitchel). Watertown, MA:
Charlesbridge Publishing. 48 pp. ISBN: 978-1570916373. (Hardcover); $19.95.
Celenza utilizes expressive narratives, vibrant artwork, and a historical framework and
to tell the story of Antonio Vivaldi's masterpiece: The Four Seasons. A group of young
girls at a Venetian orphanage inspired Vivaldi and served as his faithful and dedicated
students. Together, in this endearing tale, they bring Vivaldi's masterpieces to life. The
book also comes with a CD recording of Vivaldi's Four Seasons to add an auditory element
to the story.
Coffelt, N. (20l2)AuntAnt leaves through the leaves. New York: Holiday House. 32
pp. ISBN: 978-0823423538. (Hardcover); $16.95.
Coffelt adapts the classic story of "The Little Red Hen" to demonstrate to young readers
what homophones and homonyms are. Paired with fun illustration and bolded words
(indicating the homophones and homonyms for easy identification), Coffelt's engaging
storyline is well suited for independent reading and a read aloud to a class. Students will
be able to hear and see the difference in meaning and spelling for some of these tricky
words.
Crane, N. (2011). Barefoot Books world atlas. (Ill. By D. Dean). Cambridge, MA:
Barefoot Books. 56 pp. ISBN: 978-1846863332. (Hardcover), $19.99.
This engaging and informative atlas offers appealing, fact-filled overviews of the Earth's
oceans and continents. Crane has included topics ranging from people and places to
transportation. The atlas is categorized by geographic region and looks at the way communities and cultures across the world have been shaped by their natural setting. This is
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a fun and interactive atlas for kids to learn how all parts of the planet are connected. This
book is true to its, "calling all young explorers" statement; Barefoot Books has gone above
and beyond to create this wonderful atlas for kids.

l

'

Crausaz, A. (2011). Seasons. Tulas, OH: Kane Miller. 40 pp. ISBN: 9781610670067. (Hardcover); $15.99.
Each season is encompassed by special colors, smells, and tastes. Crausaz's book
would be a wonderful fit for early readers. Its simple yet beautiful illustrations
fit perfectly with this sweet and clear narrative. Perfect for a unit on the seasons,
or senses, this is a book that can be enjoyed by an audience for a read-aloud or
independently for a quiet read.

seasons

Danneberg, J. (2012). Monet paints a day. (Ill. By C. Heimerl). Watertown,
MA: Charlesbridge Publishing. 48 pp. ISBN: 978-1580892407. (Hardcover); $15.95.
Danneberg gives his readers a peek into a day of Claude Monet's life. Heimer's
beautiful illustrations showcase Monet's traditional painting style and further
add an element of accuracy to the story. Danneberg's tale is based on a true
incident as Monet races against the shifting light, an incoming tide, and nature
as he paints an ocean scene in his signature style. Throughout the book, brief
facts are included about Impressionist painting, Monet's life, as well as excerpts from the
painter's letters and notes.
Earnheart, D. (2012). Being Frank. (Ill. By A. Castellani). New York: Flashlight Press.
32 pp. ISBN: 978-1936261192. (Hardcover); $16.95.
This cute and captivating story demonstrates to kids how being brutally honest isn't
always necessary. Frank follows the motto "Honesty is the best policy" in every situation.
His friend, Dotty, whose freckles look like the big dipper, isn't impressed by Frank's honesty ... neither are most of Frank's acquaintances. Follow Frank as he learns the balancing
act of finding tactful ways to tell the truth in this relatable and comical tale. Earnheart's
book is a thoughtful approach in teaching kids to always stay honest, but to be mindful of
emotions and soften their approach.
Freedman, R. (2012). The Boston tea party. (Ill. By P. Malone). New York: Holiday
House. 40 pp. ISBN: 978-0823422661. (Hardcover); $17.95.
Freedman's work on the Boston Tea Party captures this historical event with the audience of younger readers in mind. From the arrival of the Dartmouth, to the meeting at
Old South Church, and the dumping of actual tea, this picture book examines the first
steps taken toward the Revolutionary War. Freedman's tale helps to bring colonial history to life through stunning illustrations and a factual narrative.
Fry, S., and Moxley, S. (2012). Grandpa's garden. Cambridge, MA: Barefoot Books. 40
pp. ISBN: 978-1846860539.
Billy helps his grandpa in his vegetable patch throughout the year in this charming tale.
Together, they dig into the dense ground, plant a multitude of seeds, keep the plants
watered, and safe from slippery slugs. Young audiences will be captivated by the poetry of
the language and the sweet illustrations. The back of the book includes plans for a vegetable patch, material on crop rotation, a summary of Grandpa's gardening activities each
season, and gardening tips. This is a delightful and informative tale about how things
grow geared for young audiences.
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Gibbons, G. (2012) Ladybugs. New York: Holiday House. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-0823423682.
(Hardcover); $17.95.
Gibbons provides an educational story for students to explore. A combination of narrative,
kid friendly diagrams, fun illustrations, and facts come together to enlighten students
about the ladybug. Including information on their lifecycle, diet, and daily habits, Ladybugs is an informative and appealing read. This book would be an engaging independent
read for students to explore or utilize as a reference for a project.
Goldin, D. (2012). Meet me at the art museum: A whimsical look behind the scenes.
New York: Abrams Books for Young Readers. 40 pp. ISBN: 978-1419701870.
(Hardcover); $18.95.
Stub, a discarded museum ticket, has nowhere to go until Daisy finds him and offers him
a tour of the museum. Stub uncovers what goes on and who does what behind the scenes.
Will he find a home for himself among the museum's many treasures? Goldin combines
artworks by famous artists, historical artifacts, and digital art to help illustrate Stub's
engaging story. Goldin's book also includes fun facts throughout the pages and contains a
glossary of museum terms at the end of the book. This book serves as a wonderful introduction to young readers of all that museums have to offer.
Goldstone, B. (2012). Awesome autumn: All kinds of fall facts and fun. New York:
Henry Holt and Company. 48 pp. ISBN: 978-0805092103. (Hardcover); $16.99.
Leaves changing their colors are not the only things that happen in autumn! Birds fly
south, people harvest crops, kids dress up for Halloween, and so many more awesome
things happen in autumn! Awesome Autumn asks such questions as "what does autumn
taste like?" and "how does frost form?" Goldstone's book of facts and fun activities is
loaded wi_th photographs and illustrations with anything and everything to do with fall.
This is the perfect resource for a project on the seasons.
Haber, T. (2012). The monster who lost his mean. (Ill. By K. Edmunds). New York:
Henry Holt and Company. 40 pp. ISBN: 978-0805093759. (Hardcover); $16.99.
Everyone knows that m-o-n-s-t-e-r-s stands for: observant, noisy, super strong,
tough-to-please, envious, and remarkable ... but what happens if the letter M for
Mean is missing? Haber's tale follows a monster who has lost his "M" and, therefore, has lost his "mean." Can his still be a monster without his "mean?" One young
monster's struggle to live up to his name goes amusingly amiss as he discoversthrough the help of some new friends-that it's not what you're called but who
you are that counts in this world. Haber's heartwarming and entertaining writing,
-----~ - accompanied by Edmunds' illustrations, makes this book one of my new favorites.
Heling, K. , & Hembrook, D. (2012). Clothesline clues to jobs people do. (Ill.
By A. Davies). Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge Publishing. 36 pp. ISBN: 9781580892513. (Hardcover); $14.95.
Through a fun and comprehensible narrative, young readers recognize careers
that are fundamental to most neighborhoods. Pages give illustrated clues to help
readers visually match words and pictures to discern what clothes match each
occupation. This is a fun and interactive story for young audiences to read independently or for an educator to read aloud.

Horton, J. (2012). Working mummies. (Ill. By D. Kozjan). New York: Farrar, Straus
and Giroux. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-0374385248. (Hardcover); $12.99.
Horton's book is a fun celebration of hard-working "mummies." From doctor mum's curing raspy spooks, fang-filling dentists, a librarian mummy busy with book worms, to a
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writer mum summoning spells for readers, and many others, mum's do it all! Horton and
Kozjan team up to include visual and verbal puns in this hilarious tale. Working Mummies helps shed light on the mysterious places where so many mommies vanish to every
day and may also help to explain why some of them come home slightly worn-out! Horn
and Kozjan have produced a delightful and relatable hit.

Katz, S. (2012). My mama earth. (Ill. By M. Launay). Cambridge, MA: Barefoot Books.
24 pp. ISBN: 978-1846864186. (Hardcover); $16.99.
My Mama Earth is an enchanting children's book! The illustrations by Melissa Launay
are amazing, as is the poetic and imaginative writing of Susan Katz. Readers will
journey through a day in this world and absorb the many magnificent pieces of nature.
This creative and expressive tale showcases the love between a mother and child while
celebrating earth and it's continually changing features around us. This sweet story and
engaging illustrations will captivate readers.
Kimmel, E. (2012). Moby Dick: Chasing the great white whale. (Ill. By A. Glass). New
York: Feiwel and Friends. 40 pp. ISBN: 978-0312662974. (Hardcover); $16.99.
Author Eric Kimmel and illustrator Andrew Glass team up to introduce a new generation
of readers to Herman Melville's classic, Moby Dick, in this memorable retelling. This tale
captures the overarching points of Melville's novel and presents them in a kid friendly
manner. Glass's illustrations are beautiful and will further help captivate young readers. This book would be good as an independent read or read-aloud to a young audience.
Secondary teachers could also creatively use this book if utilizing Melville's novel in their
class.
Laxer, J. (2012). Tecumseh. (Ill. By R. Rudnicki). Ontario: Groundwood
Books. 56 pp. ISBN: 978-1554981236. (Hardcover); $19.95.
James Laxer's educational narrative Tecumseh is based on memoirs written
by Stephen Ruddell, the oral traditions of the Shawnees, as well as reports
written by U.S. and British military officials who knew Tecumseh. Laxer's
informative story is teamed with Rudnicki's exceptional illustrations to
depict scenes with historical accuracy in this clear biography. The text also
includes maps, timeline, and glossary to build on the historical information
presented in the narrative.
Levinson, L. (2011). Zachary,s dinnertime. (Ill. By C. Van Wright). Massachusetts: Star Bight Books. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-1595723291.
Levinson's book is relatable to young readers who help out around the
house. Doing chores at home isn't fun ... or is it? Every night Zachary
wishes he didn't have to help set the table, prepare the meal, or clean up
after dinner. He decides to take a break from doing dinnertime chores at home for a
week and visits his friends for dinner instead. Zachary visits his multicultural friends'
houses for dinner and learns about their cultures. He sees how they are eager to share
their backgrounds, and this makes Zachary excited to share his own with his friends. At
the end of the week, Zachary is happy to share his traditions with his friends and learns
the joy that comes through serving others.
Luckhurst, M. (2012). Paul Bunyan and Babe the blue ox: The great pancake
adventure. New York: Abrams Books for Young Readers. 48 pp. ISBN: 9781419704208. (Hardcover); $17.95.
Who doesn't like pancakes? In this amusing spin on a classic tale, Paul Bunyan and his
best friend, Babe the blue ox, set off to work for a logger who pays them with their favor-
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ite thing ... pancakes. Luckhurst gives readers a humorous rationale for the creation of the
Rocky Mountains and the Grand Canyon. While Paul and Babe love their work .. .is a diet
of pancakes better then the variety of food back home on the farm? With the backdrop of
fun illustrations and flowing language, this wonderful tale would be a good addition to
any teacher's bookshelves.

Metzger, S. (2012). Pluto visits Earth. (Ill. By J. Lee). New York: Orchid Books. 32 pp.
ISBN: 978-0545249348. (Hardcover); $16.99.
Pluto Visits Earth in a truly out-of-this-world adventure. Pluto is shocked when
he hears the news that astronomers have downgraded him from planet to dwarf
planet. On a quest for answers, Pluto undertakes an adventure across the solar
system to visit Earth and reclaim his planetary status. Along the way, Pluto
bumps into his fellow planets and moons. It takes a little boy on Earth to makes
Pluto realize that, big or small, he's still special.
Moberg, J. (2012). Presidential pets. (Ill. By J. Albercht). Watertown, MA:
Charlesbridge Publishing. 96 pp. ISBN: 978-1936140794. (Hardcover); $14.95.
Presidential Pets is a fun-filled book that sheds light into the lives of all of the
U.S, presidents and the unique pets they had while living in the White House.
It highlights the unusual pets that some of our past presidents kept, while also
including historical photographs and facts. From the everyday pets of dogs and
cats to the unusual pet alligator, this book is brimming with interesting pictures
and facts for kids to explore.
Murguia, B. (2012). Zoe gets ready. New York: Scholastic. 40 pp. ISBN: 9780545342155. (Hardcover); $18.99.
Zoe Gets Ready is a delightful story of how the task of getting dressed can inspire big
dreams. Every day is full of possibilities, and Zoe wants to be ready for anything this
day may bring. However, the multitude of possibilities makes getting dressed especially
hard for Zoe. Will it be a twirling day, a cartwheeling day, a hiding day, or a flying day,
which will, of course, demand butterfly wings. As the clothes pile up and Mama tells her
it's time to go, will Zoe come up with a solution for her dilemma? This is a charming and
laughable that adults and little girls will enjoy.
Patkau, K. (2012). Who needs an iceberg? An Arctic ecosystem. New York: Tundra
Books. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-0887769931. (Hardcover); $19.99.
This book takes readers across the globe to answer the question "who needs an iceberg,
anyways?" Patkau's book brims with a fascinating narrative, important ecological
features, fact-filled notes, a useful glossary, and a comprehensive map for students to
explore. This is the first book in Tundra's new Ecosystem Series, along with Who Needs
A Swamp? and Who Needs a Jungle? Patkau's book is educational and beautiful, and also
serves as a call to action for everybody who cares about the world around us.
Ray, D. (2012). Paiute princess: The story of Sarah Winnemucca. New York: Farrar
Straus Giroux. 48 pp. ISBN: 978-0374398972. (Hardcover); $17.99.
Ray's book tells the life of Sarah Winnemucca. Born into the Northern Paiute tribe of
Nevada in 1844, Sarah connected with two cultures: the traditional life of her people and
the modern ways of her grandfather's white friends. With detailed illustrations and extensive background knowledge-including maps, a timeline, photographs, author's notes, and
additional resource information-Ray offers a notable look at this understated historical
figure.
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Rhatigan, J. (2012). White House kids: The perks, pleasures, problems, and pratfalls of the presidents, children. (Ill. J. Shinn). Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge
Publishing. 96 pp. ISBN: 978-1936140800. (Hardcover); $14.95.
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live in the White House? Though it
sounds exciting ... this book explains that it is not all fun and games. Rhatigan's book is a
compilation of photos, interviews, and stories about the kids and grandchildren that were
able to call The White House home. The page layout makes the presentation of information intriguing and inviting to explore. With election season in the air, this would be a
great book to let students peruse.
Schroeder, A. (2011). Ben Franklin: His wit and wisdom from A-Z. (Ill. By J.
O'Brian). New York: Holiday House. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-0823424351. $7.95.
Schroeder's nontraditional tribute to Benjamin Franklin is bursting with witty cartoons,
instructive sayings, and a wealth of information about this founding father. Franklin
invented bifocals, signed the Declaration of Independence, experimented with electricity,
and created the Franklin stove. Students will learn about his many accomplishments
and life events through this A-Z book. The layout of the book is conducive for students to
independently explore fun facts about his historical figure.
Slade, S. (2012). The house that George built. (Ill. By R. Bond). Watertown, MA:
Charlesbridge Publishing. 48 pp. ISBN: 978-1580892629. (Hardcover); $16.95.
When Washington took office, he was determined to construct a special home for future
presidents of the new nation. This tale utilizes a unique flowing narrative to show how
he was involved in every step of the development of the White House. On the right side
of the pages is a building rhyme that follows the construction of the house that George
built. The left side of the page holds a text for older readers and allows them to take
away more facts of how George built the White House. Slade's unique writing style
coupled with Bond's charming illustrations makes this tale enjoyable for readers of
many ages.
Wallner, A. (2012). Sudan B. Anthony. New York: Holiday House. 32 pp. ISBN: 9780823419531. (Hardcover); $16.95.
Wallner uses clear words and charming illustrations to paint a story of the woman whose
passion for justice led to the passing of the Nineteenth Amendment. This , - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - ~
book shows how Susan B. Anthony envisioned a time when women would
be treated fairly and so became a voice for change. Though her opinions
made her unpopular at times, she never gave up her beliefs. This factual
story is the perfect fit for students to understand the power of a dream and
the hard work that goes into making any dream a reality.

.sterpf.eCe

~A ou
l~~I

Zalben, J. (2012). Mousterpiece. New York: Roaring Brook Press. 40 pp.
ISBN: 978-1596435490. (Hardcover); $16.99.
Zalben's story follows Janson the mouse who always dreamed of becoming
an artist. She lives in a museum and always explores the floors each quiet
night. One night, Janson stumbles across an area in the museum she
has never been before ... and it inspires her to paint for herself. She puts
her own mousey spin on some classic pieces of art. Will Janson be able
to find her own style? What will happen when the head of the museum
see's Janson's take on modern art? Zalben's narrative would serve as a
J
wonderful introduction to art and art appreciation. It included a list of
famous artists and their works in the back of the book for further exploration.
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The Beginning Readers' Corner
Richard C. Owen Publishers have developed a series of books targeted toward early readers. Their Books for Young Learners (BYL) series is wonderfully suited for pre-kindergarten to third-grade readers. Each book comes with a book note that includes the headings
and content of: synopsis, what the book offers, possible skills emphasis, introducing the
book, focus of instruction, and following the reading. This helpful tool also allows educators to see the reading level of the book, and through the information provided, teachers
can plan for successful shared, guided, or independent reading lessons for their students.
Richard C. Owen Publishers have composed a collection of stories with simple, engaging
language as well as colorful artwork to help induce young students to enjoy reading. Some
BYL titles are also available in Spanish and can be used to help teach the Spanish language or help native Spanish speakers learn to read in English. Educators can access free
PDF resources as well as some previews of e-books through Richard C. Owen Publishers'
website: www.rcowen.com. Some titles among their 256 Books for Young Learners collection are:

Baker, G. (2003). Walking home alone. (Ill. By P. Levy). New York: Richard C. Owen
Publishers. 16 pp. ISBN: 978-1572746046. $5.75.
Roberto is walking home alone today from school for the first time. Will he be scared? Will
he walk the whole way home by himself? Join Roberto as he takes this new step in his
life.
Blanchard, P., & Suhr, J. (1999). My bug box. (Ill. By T. Sloat). New York: Richard C.
Owen Publishers. 12 pp. ISBN: 978-1572742734. $5.75.
Join a young explorer as she comes to discover that collecting bugs is fun and exciting.
However .. .life for a bug is not all fun and games when there is a toad about! -Katie
Blanchard, P., & Suhr, J. (1997). There was a mouse. (Ill. By V. Gorbachev). New
York: Richard C. Owen Publishers. 16 pp. ISBN: 978-1572740785. $5.75.
A little boy has a mouse in his house. The mouse chews and it chews ... what will the boy
do?
Boland, J. (1996). The fox. (Ill. By J. Boddy). New York: Richard C. Owen Publishers. 8
pp. ISBN: 978-1572740235. $5.75.
Boland's book follows a fox who demonstrates his running, hiding, jumping, and swimming skills as he pursues a sneaky duck.

Bowen, S. (2000). Pigeon feathers. (Ill. By K. Kuchera). New York: Richard C. Owen
Publishers. 16 pp. ISBN: 978-1572742796. $5.75.
Bowen's writing combined with Kuchera's colorful illustrations tells the Native American
legend of why the pigeon's feathers are gray.
McAlister, P. (2010). Haiku for you (Ill. By L. Cohen). New York: Richard C. Owen
Publishers. 16 pp. ISBN: 978-1572748309. $5.75.
This compact three-chapter book examines what a Haiku is and how to create Haiku and
shows young readers three Haiku poets. Paired with soft yet engaging illustrations, this
resource perfectly explains the basics of writing a Haiku poem.
Sawyer, W. (1999). The storm. (Ill. By K. O'Malley). New York: Richard C. Owen Publishers. 8 pp. ISBN: 978-1572741492. $5.75.
There's a storm brewing outside! Will it be scary when the lights go out? Or is that when
the fun will begin?
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Shahan, S. (1997). The changing caterpillar. New York: Richard C. Owen Publishers.
8 pp. ISBN: 978-1572740686. $5.75.
Shahan's story walks young readers through the life cycle of a caterpillar. Photographs
accompany the text and allow readers to visually see the transformation of a caterpillar.
Schlachter, R. (2000). The bear's tale. (Ill. By T. Sloat). New York: Richard C. Owen
Publishers. 12 pp. ISBN: 978-1572741461. $5.75.
This folktale from Norway tells how at one point, both a bear and a fox had a tail. Read
this tale to discover how the bear lost his tail.
Zimelman, N. (2003). A fishy story. (Ill. By K. O'Malley). New York: Richard C. Owen
Publishers. 16 pp. ISBN: 978-1572745384. $5.75.
A fisherman and his wife are enjoying their day on the water when they happen upon a
fish who grants wishes. Will they be happy if their wishes come true?

Katie Rener is an undergraduate student at Madonna University and is an English
major pursuing her teaching certificate in secondary education. Katie is also the editorial
assistant for the Michigan Reading Journal.
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